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CONFIDENTIAL TRIPOLI 0973 

BEIRUT ALSO PASS BAGHDAD 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PFORLY 

SUBJECT: SEPTEMBER 1 CELEBRATIONS OF REGIME'S FIFTH ANNIVERSARY 

1. AS ANNOUNCED, MILITARY PARADE TOOK PLACE MORNING OF SEPT 
1 IN PRESENCE OF QADHAFI, OTHER RCC MEMBERS AND FOREIGN 
DELEGATIONS. THERE WERE NO SURPRISES. QADHAFI DID NOT SPEAK, 
PRESUMABLY BECAUSE, AS OFFICIAL COMMENTARIES BEFORE EVENT MADE 
CLEAR, HE THINKS THIS IS TIME FOR ACTION, NOT MORE SPEECHES. 

NEW MILITARY EQUIPMENT ON DISPLAY WAS STAGGERING IN CONTEXT OF 
LIBYA’S 20,000 MAN ARMY, AND CHEERLEADERS STRESSED TO MODERATELY 
ENTHUSIASTIC CROWD THAT EQUIPMENT WAS FOR DEFENSE OF WHOLE ARAB 
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NATION, NOT JUST LIBYA. IT INCLUDED UPWARDS OF 200 RUSSIAN 

T-54 TANKS, ABOUT 30 

T-62 TANKS, AND SAM 3 AND 6 MISSILES. 

T-62S AND SAM 6S ARE NOTEWORTHY NEW ACQUISITIONS. FOREIGN 
DELEGATIONS WERE KEPT WAITING HOUR AND HALF ON REVIEWING STAND 
BEFORE QADHAFI AND OTHER RCC MEMBERS FINALLY SHOWED UP. 

PRIME MINISTER JALLUD WAS NOT PRESENT, NOR WAS MINISTER OF 
INTERIOR AL-HUMAYDI; WE DO NOT SEE THIS AS PARTICULARLY 
SIGNIFICANT. WE THOUGHT WE RECOGNIZED RCC MEMBER AL-HUNI, 

WHO HAS BEEN REPORTED IN EXILE IN CAIRO. 

2. AS REPORTED PREVIOUSLY, FOREIGN TURNOUT FOR CELEBRATIONS 
HAS BEEN REMARKABLY GOOD, AND MUST BE HEARTENING TO LIBYANS. 
ONLY FRANCE WAS CONSPICUOUS BY FAILURE TO SEND A DELEGATION, 
WHICH MAY INDICATE CHILL BETWEEN TWO COUNTRIES AFTER MIRAGE 
AFFAIR. BY CONTRAST, SOVIETS SENT A MINISTER OF THE REPUBLIC 

OF RUSSIA AND A MAJOR GENERAL, WHO ARRIVED SEPARATELY. 

3. EARLY INTO MORNING HOURS BEFORE PARADE, TELEVISION VIEWERS 
WERE TREATED TO EXTRAORDINARY SPECTACLE OF QADHAFI AND FOUR 
OTHER RCC MEMBERS, MAJORS JALLUD, HAWWADI, HAMZA, AND KHARROUBI 
TALKING INFORMALLY ABOUT EVENTS WHICH LED UP TO THEIR 1969 

COUP, BEGINNING WITH BOY SCOUT CAMP. DEFERENCE OF FOUR MEN, 
PARTICULARLY JALLUD, TO QADHAFI WAS STRIKING. THEY REFERRED 
TO THE HISTORICAL QADHAFI AS "MU’AMMAR", BUT RESPECTFULLY CALLED 
HIM COLONEL WHEN ADDRESSING HIM DIRECTLY. THERE WAS NO MISTAKING 
HIS DOMINANCE OF THEM. MOOD OF GROUP WAS ALTERNATELY BOYISH 
AND GRAVE, AND PROBABLY REFLECTS THAT OF THEIR PRIVATE MEETINGS. 
WATCHING THEM, IT WAS HARD TO BELIEVE THEY HAD BEEN RUNNING LIBYA 
FOR FIVE YEARS. THEY AVOIDED TALKING ABOUT ANYTHING WHICH HAD 
HAPPENED AFTER SEPTEMBER 1, 1969. 

STEIN 
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